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“The only way for RWDI
to successfully move
forward, is to prioritize
sustainability. We are
committed to building
a business that helps
protect the planet. ”
Michael Soligo, President & CEO, RWDI
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At RWDI, we have long been committed
to helping our clients tackle complex
challenges by combining innovative thinking,
collaborative problem solving, and a passion
for expanding the boundaries of the possible.
There is currently no greater or more complex
challenge facing us than climate change,
particularly at the intersection between
the natural and built environments.
As a global leader in engineering consulting
and technical services – with capabilities in
corporate sustainability, sustainable buildings,

climate change consulting, and environmental
engineering – RWDI will utilize our expertise to
support our clients’ ambitious sustainability goals
while reducing our own environmental impact.
Our 2022 Corporate Environmental Sustainability
Plan builds on our past promises, experience,
expertise, and success in the sustainability
space. It outlines the specific and critical
actions we will undertake over the upcoming
year, to expand our sustainability efforts and
achieve our corporate sustainability priorities.

Corporate Mission

Plan Objective

To leverage our exceptional
technical expertise to profit our
people, partners, and planet.

To invest in and implement the policies and
management system that will reduce our
firm’s ecological footprint and prioritize the
development of services that will enable our
clients to achieve their sustainability goals.

SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS
We will continue
to develop and
deliver innovative
environmental
engineering,
climate resiliency,
and sustainability
services to
our clients.
These are some
representative
examples of our
work and its impact.

LEED Volume
Program
Development

Rapid
Resiliency
Assessment

We worked with
Nike retail stores in
U.S. and CAN (from
6,000 to 20,000ft2).
We developed an
efficient Volume
Certification
program, which
has resulted in
approximate
savings of:

We partnered with
BentallGreenOak,
a leader in
responsible
property investing
to certify their
office portfolio,
and develop a
resiliency plan for
each unique asset.

3M+
gallons water
8K+

tons of
waste
diverted

96.4M
lbs. of CO offsets
2

buildings
45
certified
within two-years

1

bespoke tool
to assess and
improve asset
resilience to
climate change

10

most
urgent
measures
outlined in
adaptation
action plan
unique to
each asset

Sustainability
Consulting
and Energy
Strategy
A customized
roadmap and a
management/
tracking tool helped
Yum! Brands
integrate green
building measures,
with focus on
energy and water
conservation.
Additional analysis
helped quantify
the impact of
implemented
energy saving
measures.

51K+
restaurants
worldwide

150
countries

Greenhouse
Gas Mitigation
We assessed
GHG mitigation
within the Climate
Lens framework.
Advised on
credible pathways
to 2050 net-zero
GHG emissions.
Accredited
verifications of
GHG emissions
and offsets
in 2020:

20.8M
tonnes CO e
emissions

2

131K
tonnes CO e
offsets

2
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As we strive to achieve our own sustainability goals, we are
inspired by the achievements of our clients, many of whom
have made impressive and ongoing improvements in energy
efficiency, waste reduction, and carbon footprint reduction.

Responsible Environmental
Practices

OUR FY22 POLICIES

We will identify and manage the environmental impacts of
our own business to protect the environment, reduce our
carbon footprint, and prevent other forms of pollution.

“RWDI is an organization
where passion for
sustainable and resilient
design meets decades of
environmental experience.
Because the climate matters
and we want to help.”
Elaine Aye, Technical Director |
Associate | Regional Manager, RWDI

Wind Tunnel
Metering
Carbon
Offsets
Bike
Racks

Water
Efficiency
Business
Waste
Vehicle/
Travel Policy

LEED
Certification
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VEHICLE/TRAVEL
POLICY UPDATES
We will incorporate sustainable
travel options into our existing
RWDI policies, including:

CARBON REDUCTION FUND
One of the most significant business impacts on the environment is the
carbon dioxide emissions generated from travel.
To reduce our travel-related carbon footprint, we analyzed the
company’s pre-pandemic corporate travel and have created a new
internal ‘carbon reduction’ fund. For each metric tonne of CO2 associated
with our travel in FY22 we will allocate $20 to the fund (current market
rate for carbon offsets).
This will highlight our utilization of air travel, encouraging us to change
how often we travel. In FY22, the fund will be used toward initiatives
identified in this plan.

•

Travel Policy – Where possible, car
rentals should be low emission.

•

Purchasing Policy – Where feasible,
new RWDI vehicles should be hybrid/
low emissions/fuel efficient.

BUSINESS WASTE POLICIES
We will develop and implement policies designed
to reduce our waste including:
•

Paper: Launch of a “#GoDigital” campaign
to reduce print pages output.

•

Single-Use Plastics: Remove 80% of single-use plastics from
our operations – a campaign that will range from straws
to presentation covers/binders to catering supplies.

•

E-waste & Furniture: Responsibly dispose of electronics and
furniture, with the goal of reducing items going to the landfill.

•

Model Shop Supplies: Maximize recycling of
materials used in our model shop.

WIND TUNNEL
METERING
We will build measuring systems –including
metering - to isolate power consumption
associated with our wind tunnel usage,
beginning with our Guelph tunnels. This
will be a key step towards accurately
tracking resource utilization as we strive
to increase operational efficiency.
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WATER EFFICIENCY
Beginning with our Guelph HQ and
when necessary, we will upgrade our
plumbing fixtures/fittings to meet
U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
criteria for high efficiency water use.

BIKE RACKS
We will install bike-racks in our
Trivandrum and Milton Keynes offices,
to support low emission transportation
and promote employee wellness.

LEED CERTIFICATION
In FY22, RWDI will apply for LEED® certification for our
Headquarters in Guelph, Ontario. Utilizing the expertise of our
own internal Sustainability consulting experts, we’ll make the
infrastructure improvements necessary to achieve certification.
In our rented facilities, we will invite and encourage landlords to
implement similar changes, where appropriate, with the goal of
applying best practices, company-wide.

Passionate People
We will engage our staff in achieving our mission of “profiting the planet”. Led by our local Sustainability
Representatives appointed in each of our offices, we will identify opportunities for increased
awareness and active participation for all staff to help achieve office sustainability goals.

Calgary

Kuala Lumpur

Guelph

Dartmouth

Guelph

Philadelphia

Milton Keynes

SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPIONS IN EACH OF OUR OFFICES

Shanghai

Toronto

Sydney

Vancouver
& Victoria

Trivandrum

Trivandrum

Vancouver
& Victoria

Portland

Windsor

Windsor
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“Our sustainability champions are tasked
with delivering local solutions. Solutions that
build on the passion of their colleagues and
address the unique sustainability challenges
of their local communities and offices.”
Mark Chatten, Vice President - Strategic Initiatives | Principal, RWDI

Community Support
Corporate Social Responsibility has always
been central to RWDI’s corporate culture.

Organizations with an environmental focus are an
important component of the charities we support
Nature Conservancy
The Nature Conservancy works to conserve waters and
lands in 72 countries and territories, protecting the
future for people and the planet.

Over the years, both our firm and our
people have donated time and resources

David Suzuki Foundation

to great charitable organizations.

The David Suzuki Foundation is founded on the belief
that all people and species are part of nature on this
planet, and as such, everything that affects nature
affects people.

In FY21, we expanded on this legacy of giving
with our formal RWDI GIVES program, a voluntary
employee donation program wherein RWDI
matches donations made by our employees.

International Conservation Fund of Canada

Through RWDI GIVES, we support non-profit

The International Conservation Fund of Canada
partners with local organizations in Asia, Latin America,
and Africa to provide direct conservation action to
reduce environmental threats and protect the local
natural ecosystem.

organizations – selected by our employees whose core mission is to protect the environment,
promote the sustainable use of ecosystems,
and strive to reduce the loss of biodiversity.
Based on current contributions, we’re
set to raise over $53,000, and are on
track to exceed this amount in FY22.

Bush Heritage Australia
Bush Heritage Australia partners with Aboriginal
people to purchase land to conserve natural
landscapes, preserve Australia’s biodiversity, and
protect native and endangered species.

World Land Trust
World Land Trust protects and conserves the
biodiversity of natural ecosystems worldwide with a
focus on endangered species and threatened habitats.
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“Here at RWDI, we are
proud of our reputation
as a technical leader. It
enables us to put climate
first and work on the most
challenging sustainability
projects worldwide. These
exciting opportunities
attract and motivate
talented individuals with a
passion for sustainability.””
John Ludwig, Director of Human Resources, RWDI

“We can no longer talk about
climate change. We have the
tools, knowledge and resources
to act. Now is the time to do so.”
Mike Williams, Vice President - Buildings, RWDI
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Future Focused
With a focus on energy, water,
emissions and waste, our FY22
Corporate Environmental Sustainability
Plan outlines the next step in our
environmental commitments, as
we set concrete and aspirational
sustainability goals for our firm.
As an organization, we will review this
plan annually, drive for increasingly
ambitious environmental goals,
and celebrate the successes of our
firm, our colleagues, and our clients
as we work together to achieve
a more sustainable future.
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